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December, 2017

School Theme, 2017-2018—United in Love
55 Wann Road
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5X4
667 - 3500
http://hfe.yukonschools.ca/
SCHOOL HOURS
*Staff Supervisors go on duty at
8:15 a.m.* (Students dropped off
before 8:15 are not supervised on the
playground.)
NEW BELL TIMES (changes in red)
8:35 am First Bell
8:40 am CLASSES BEGIN
10:15 am Morning Recess
11:37 am Noon Hour Dismissal
1st lunch outside
2nd lunch inside
12:30 pm First Afternoon Bell

Principal’s Message
Welcome to the season of Advent
As we prepare for Christmas we clean our slates and prepare for the season of giving and peace. This past week we saw our Prime Minister make two major gestures
and words of reconciliation/apology to the victims of residential schooling in Newfoundland and Labrador and to the LGBTQ community across Canada. It is great to
see our leaders attempt to right the wrongs of the past. In our own school, with
our own families and for ourselves it is important for us all to prepare for the coming Christmas season.
Have a wonderful Christmas, safe travels if you are leaving the territory and Peace
be with all of you.

Mr. T. Hupé
Winter Break is December 21 to January 2 (inclusive)
EARLY DISMISSAL DECEMBER 21 AT 11:50am

CLASSES BEGIN
3:13 pm Dismissal
Length of the school year = 183 days

A Christmas Blessing

Kindergarten Hours
Full day Kindergarten continues this
year. Hours are the same as those
shown above

Catholic Church Weekend
Masses

Sacred Heart Cathedral
Saturdays, 5pm
Sundays, 9am, 11:30am, 7pm

Our Lady of Victory
Saturdays, 7pm

May love come alive within your heart
As Christmas time draws near.
May hope fill each room you decorate
And bring joy to those you hold dear.
May peace be before you at every meal
And faith ring through every song.
For Christ is alive, the light of the world
May he bless you all season long.

Sundays, 10:15am

Have a peaceful and joyful Christmas.
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School Council News

Here it is December already! School Council wishes all students, staff and their families a very Merry Christmas!
School Council meets mostly on the first Monday of every month (next meeting December 11) at 7:00pm in the staff
room.
If you have questions, concerns, or want to share an idea, please contact a school council member.
Melissa Yu Schott

456-2883

Cam Kos

melissayu78@hotmail.com

456-7406

Ian Davis

334-7642

Jennifer Wallace
Brandi Czegledi

336-8336

ianjmdavis@gmail.com
pharmerjenn@hotmail.com

335-1675

Tammy Sehn

camkos@gmail.com

bczegledi78000@hotmail.com

334-2887

insehn2@hotmail.com

Congratulations!
...to Laura and her team of volunteers who organize
our pizza lunches.
...to all teachers who prepared report cards

The following HFES staff members are
receiving their “Long Service Awards:”
Pauline Paton

Vanessa Stitt

Debra Burgess

Lina Radziunas

...to those who helped coach the volleyball teams and
those who drove our players to their games.
...to all who made our CD dream become a reality
If you are reading this message, we hope you’ve read most
(or hopefully all!) of the newsletter. Email Ms Radziunas at
Lina.Radziunas@gov.yk.ca, and let her know when the Vanier pancake breakfast will take place (it’s in this newsletter!) You will be entered into a draw for a Hurricane’s hat.
Deadline for emailing Ms Radziunas is December 18. You
can only enter once. The draw will take place on December
19. Good luck! (staff excluded.)

PURDY’S CHOCOLATES FUNDRAISER
Thank you to everyone who supported our music program
fundraiser by purchasing Purdy's Chocolates! It was a
great success and we raised about $2500!
The money will go to funding projects we are
doing this year. The chocolates can be
picked up by Friday December 1.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Our annual Christmas Celebration will be on Thursday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. We are a Catholic school; we observe the celebration of the Christmas story. We focus on the spiritual aspect of the Nativity. This year, we will celebrate “Jesus’ Birthday” through songs and stories. The students and staff are working very hard to prepare for this
special celebration.
Everyone is welcome! Thank you and Merry Christmas.
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Peanut Alert!
At Holy Family this year as in past years we have children with severe nut/peanut and other food allergies.
We ask all students to refrain from bringing in peanuts, snacks containing peanut products and peanut
butter sandwiches to school and eating
them at lunch or on the playground.
We know this will cause some concern
for parents but we have to be conscious of every student’s safety and
wellbeing. Please keep this Peanut/Nut
Policy in mind when buying or baking
products for student consumption.

Dog Owners
Dear parents, guardians, and members of the school
community:
If you are picking up a child and you’ve come with your
leashed dog, we ask that you please wait
outside the school fence area.
Thanks!

PARENTS AND GUESTS

Welcome to Holy Family Elementary School!

Parent Items
PHOTOS OF STUDENTS:
From time to time, our staff or media photographers
take photos of our students who are involved in school
activities. These may be displayed in the school, in our
handbook or published in the local media. Forms for media permission have been sent home in the school package. Please make sure you fill out both sides of this permission form. If you have any questions or concerns with
your child’s photo being used in this way, please contact
the principal, Mr. Hupe´ at the school.

BUS LOOP:
The circular driveway in front of the school is a bus loop
not a drop off area. The paved area is the staff parking
lot. If you drive or pick up your children, please use the
lay-bys on Wann Road on the side of your direction of
travel. U-turns are illegal in a school zone. The speed
limit in all school zones is 30 km/hr and is in force from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on school days.

PLEASE DO NOT USE EITHER THE BUS LOOP OR
THE PARKING LOT!
LATES AND ABSCENCES
We have begun a new school year and we would like to remind
parents/guardians of the importance of students coming to
school on time every day. If your child does arrive late please
remind them to use the front door and check in with the school
office; the side doors are kept locked for your children’s safety.
Please phone the school if your child will be absent.

We ask that any time you come into the school (for an
event, to drop off/pick up a child, etc.) you use the front
door entrance, and check in at the office.
Your child’s safety is important to us.
Thank you for your cooperation!
DRESSING FOR COLD WEATHER — The cold weather

season is upon us. Please make certain you child is prepared for the snow and cold weather (hats, mitts, warm
jackets and winter boots.) Outdoor recess is rarely cancelled—students and staff should be prepared to go
outside, even if it’s for a shorter time period.

SCHOOLS IN THE YUKON NEVER CLOSE!
Holy Family Elementary School only closes
if we have a heating problem in the winter,
a water issue where we cannot flush our
toilets, or if our school is unsafe for whatever reason. You would be given notice if
the school was closed for the abovementioned reasons.

Please avoid parking at our crosswalk. When cars are parked too close to the crosswalk, they block the view of students who are trying to cross, and of drivers passing by our school.

Parents/Guardians
If you need clarification on a matter in your child’s class or have an issue in any of your child’s classes, please
contact the teacher first. If the issue is not resolved, administration is more than willing to step in.

Other Informational Items
Su Omura, RN, BScN, Our School Nurse
VACCINATIONS
Flu vaccine (FluMist, nasal spray, for children age 2-17 yrs), and
FluLaval Tetra (for adults and for children under 2 yrs of age) will
be available in November at the Whitehorse Health Centre, and
locations around town, to reduce the risk of severe flu. Be
Wise…..Immunize!
For additional information about flu shots and locations:

http://yukonimmunization.ca/diseases-vaccines/influenza
PERTUSSIS
As of Aug 29, 2017, we have had 72 confirmed cases of Pertussis
in Whitehorse. The majority of cases continue to be in children 5
– 19 years of age. We encourage immunization against pertussis. Although in an outbreak we do see cases in immunized people,
the majority of those affected are either incompletely immunized
or have not received immunization in recent years. Immunization
is effective in reducing either case incidence or case severity. It
is recommended that all children should have received a pertussis
containing vaccine between the ages of 4 to 6. If your child missed
this Kindergarten booster, please call 667-8865 to book an appointment, thanks.

CELL PHONES AND IPODS—They are the most commonly
stolen items in Canadian schools. Please help us to keep

these items at home. An office phone is available for
use by students.

TIS THE SEASON
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Please be aware that with every new school year, viruses, “bugs” and
school related illnesses happen. Please monitor your child/ren and
notify the office if your child is infectious. It’s also really important
to keep them at home until they are better.

PARENT HANDBOOK
A student/parent handbook is included in the front of student agendas. School policies and helpful information are included in the insert.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We welcome volunteer help in school. The role of the volunteer is to
provide support for the teachers and students. Parents/guardians are
invited to share their time and talents in a variety of activities and
events
If you are interested in volunteering within the school please contact
the school, 667-3500.

INDOOR SHOES
Please ensure that your child/ren are equipped with indoor shoes (NO
BLACK SOLES) to be used IN THE GYM AND INDOORS ONLY at
the school. Outdoor shoes are removed at the door, which is important in helping our custodians to keep our school clean

FORMS
Packages requesting consent and contact information have been sent
home with all students that will include all the forms and fees required for the 2017-2018 school year. It is important that you read
these carefully and fill out all information and return them to the
school. Please note that there will also be forms and fees for both
agendas (payable to Holy Family) and a religious education fee
(payable to Holy Family Elementary School). All forms and fees are
due in full by the end of September .

Growth Mindset – What’s it all about?
Ideas for Creating a Growth Mindset Environment in the Home Part 3: Using
Growth Mindset Praise and Feedback

The following are some ideas you can try at home:
Praise what your child does, not who he or she is. Instead of saying “You
are so smart/clever/brilliant” say “I can see you really worked hard/put forth effort/tried hard.”
Praise perserverance and resiliency when you see your child struggle or face challenges. Avoid praising
grades. Focus on praising work ethic and effort—not achievement.
Adopt the word “yet” into your vocabulary. If your child proclaims that he doesn’t understand something, can’t dribble a basketball, or can’t play a song on his guitar, remind him that he can’t “yet” but,
with hard work, he will have success.
Avoid comparing your child’s success with that of siblings or friends—achievement is not a competition.
There is enough success for everyone. (Ricci, p. 8)
References
Dweck, C. (2016). Mindset: The New Psychology of Success. New York: Ballantine (A good read!)
Ricci, M. C. (2015). Ready-to-use resources for mindsets in the classroom: everything educators need for building growth mindset
learning communities. Victoria: Hawker Brownlow Education.
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The Catholic Corner
courtesy of the Holy Family Religious Education Committee
November
Did you know that…
Four Sundays before Christmas, the Advent season begins. Advent is the beginning of the
liturgical year. It is a special season when we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.
The Saint of the Month of December is : Saint Nicholas. His Feast day is December 6. He is
the patron saint of little children, sailors and brewers. More information on Saint Nicholas
will be displayed on the Prayer table in the school's foyer.
There will be a Youth Mass held at Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday, December 3rd, at
11:30. All students and their families are invited.
Holy Family will once again be celebrating Advent with a special tradition: the Posada. It will
be held on November 29, December 13th and December 19th at 9:00 AM.

Yukon Catholic School’s Mass
Sunday, December 3, 2017

11:30 am
Sacred Heart Cathedral
Please join us in the celebration of Mass, led by the students and
staff of the three Yukon Catholic Schools.
VANIER CATHOLIC SECONDARY
Share the Spirit Pancake Breakfast
Thursday, Dec. 7, 7:00-10 am
Do Not Eat Breakfast! Instead, please join us at Vanier Catholic Secondary for a delicious breakfast of piping hot pancakes, sausages and Midnight
Sun coffee! We will be serving breakfast to raise funds for Share the
Spirit to help needy families in Yukon, - only a minimum $5/plate donation
gets you a great start to your day!
Check out our school website for current information.! Mr Colaci, Ms Hanrath and Mr LaLonde have all created links,
so that you can be updated on what’s going on in each of their classes. The Holy Family website can be reached at
http://hfe.yukonschools.ca/
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Holy Family’s CD has arrived—just in time for Christmas!
(Hmmmm…maybe auntie or uncle might like one, grandma or grandpa…..so many possibilities. And they’re easy to mail!)

$15 each (cash only, please)
You can purchase your CDs at the office or during our Christmas Concert (December 7)

GIVING TREE
Please help us decorate our Giving Tree for Christmas. We are accepting donations
of new mittens, toques, hats, scarves, and socks for our needy brothers and sisters. In particular, there is a real need for men’s gloves. The collected gifts will
be taken over to Mary House for distribution.
Staff at Mary House also suggested that a $5 Tim Horton’s card would be wonderful. In that way, our friends can have a warm place to enjoy a hot cup of coffee or tea.
Any donations of food are appreciated and will be taken to the Whitehorse Food
Bank.
The tree will be set up, and ready to be decorated on Monday, Nov 27.
Thank you, in advance, for your generous donations. God bless you all!

Page 6

What’s Going On at Holy Family?

Kindergarten Astronauts
Remembrance Day Participants

Grade 1 students reading to their parents.

Gr 5 science—heart dissection
Fr Ain with gr 3’s
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DECEMBER

January

Dec. 1

Movie Night, 6 pm

Jan. 5

Swim gr 1/6. 1-1:45 pm

Dec. 3

First Sunday of Advent

Jan. 10

Epiphany Mass, 2 pm

Youth Mass, 11:30 am, Sacred Heart
(Note the Change of Date)

Jan. 11

Swim gr 2/4, 1-1:45 pm

Jan. 12

Gr 1 Ski School

Jan. 15

B-ball game 1

Jan. 16

Skate gr 2/4. 1:45-2:30 pm

Jan. 17

Student-lead conferences (evening)

Jan. 18

Student-lead conferences (am)

Jan. 19

PD DAY—NO CLASSES

Jan. 22

B-ball game 2

Dec. 7

Vanier Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am
Christmas Celebration, 7pm

Dec. 10

Second Sunday of Advent

Dec. 13

Posada, 8:45am

Dec. 14

Christmas Hat Day

Dec. 15

Red Day

Dec. 17

Third Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18

White Day

Jan. 24

Ice Hockey Tournament (gr 4-7)

Arctic Sports

Jan. 25

Swim gr 3/5, 1-1:45 pm

Green Day

Jan. 26

Science Fair

Dec. 19

Dec. 20

Posada, 8:45 am

Gr 1 ski school

All School Swim (ex. K), 9-10:30am

Pizza lunch

Christmassy Day

Jan. 29

B-ball game 3

Early Dismissal—11:50 am

Jan 30

Swim gr 1/7, 1-1:45 pm

Christmas Break—Dec 21-Jan 2. See you back on Jan 3.

Volleyball Championships
Congratulations to the Grade
6/7 girls volleyball team for an
amazing season this fall. They
finished their season earning a
silver medal in the Yukon
Championship. They presented
great sportsmanship and greatly improved their skills in
bumping, calling and working as
a team. Way to go team!!!

26

25 Merry

31

28

Classes begin Wednesday, January 3

Christmas Break

27

Early Dismissal,
11:50 am

Christmassy Day

10:30am, (ex. K)

20 School Swim, 9- 21

29

22

15 Red Day

30

23

16

9

2

1

8

Sat

Fri

Please note—this calendar is accurate at the time of publication. Dates/times/events are subject to change.

Christmas!

Posada, 8:45am

Arctic sports

24

19 Green Day

Day

18 White Day

13 Posada, 8:45am

17 Advent 3

12

14 Christmas Hat

7 Christmas Con-

11

6

Thu

10 Advent 2

5

Wed

cert, 7pm

4

3 Advent 1

Tue

All Schools Mass,
11:30am, Sacred

Mon

Sun

December 2017

15 B-ball game 1 16 Skate gr 2/4

14

29 B-ball game 3 30 Swim gr 1/7

28

31

gr 4-7

Tournament,

24 Ice Hockey

1-1:45pm

25 Swim gr 3/5,

Gr 1 ski school

Pizza Lunch

26 Holy Family
Science Fair

no classes in the

school

afternoon

fernces, am only, classes

fernces, after

19 PD Day—No

school

18 Student Con-

1-1:45pm

Mass, 2pm

12 gr 1 ski

27

20

13

6

5 Swim gr 1/6,
1-1:45pm

Sat

Fri

17 Student con-

11 Swim gr 2/4,

4

3 School begins

10 Epiphany

Thu

Wed

Please note—this calendar is accurate at the time of publication. Dates/times/events are subject to change.

1-1:45 pm

22 B-ball game 2 23

21

1-1:45 pm

8

9

2

1 Happy New

Year!

Tue

Mon

7

Sun

January 2018

