3000-35-15
School Theme, 2019-2020—PEACE FOR ALL

December, 2019

55 Wann Road
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5X4
667 - 3500
http://hfe.yukonschools.ca/
SCHOOL HOURS
*Staff Supervisors go on duty at
8:15 a.m.* (Students dropped off
before 8:15 are not supervised on the
playground.)
BELL TIMES
8:40 am First Bell
8:45 am CLASSES BEGIN
10:15 am Morning Recess
11:35 am Noon Hour Dismissal
1st lunch outside
2nd lunch inside
12:25 pm First Afternoon Bell
CLASSES BEGIN
3:05 pm Dismissal

DECEMBER
Dec. 1

First Sunday of Advent and
Youth/Family mass at Sacred
Heart 10:30 am

Dec. 2

School Council meeting, 7pm

Dec. 4

Posada—9am

Dec. 6

Movie Night, 6-8pm

Dec. 8

Second Sunday of Advent

Dec. 12

Christmas concert, 7pm

Dec. 15

Third Sunday of Advent

Dec. 16

Christmas Hat day

Dec. 17

Dec. 25

Merry Christmas!

Christmas Break—Dec 21-Jan 5.
See you back on Jan 6,
2020!
JANUARY
Jan. 6

first day back

Jan 13

Bball Game #1

Jan. 15

Epiphany celebration, 2pm

Jan. 16

Red Day

Student-led conferences, NO
CLASSES

Jan. 17

PD Day– NO CLASSES

Dec. 18

Green Day and Posada—9am

Jan. 20

B-ball game #2

Dec. 19

Ugly Sweater Day

Jan. 27

B-ball game #3

Dec. 20

Christmassy Day and Early
Dismissal—2:07pm

Jan. 30 & 31

Polar Games (gr 6 only)

Principal’s Message
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Welcome to the season of Advent Everyone
We are all on a journey to Christmas. The spirit of Advent allows us to prepare for the birthday of Christ.
And as you all know it is sometimes a frantic time for all of us and school is no exception. Advent gives us
permission to slow it down a bit.
Please give your self permission to do so and remember to be kind and gentle to everyone
you encounter.
Ted

School Council News

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from your HFE School Council!
Dates to Remember:
Friday, Dec 6: MOVIE NIGHT! This event is hosted by School Council.
Permission slips will go home this week and are due by noon on Dec 5. Drop your
child(ren) off at the gym Fri, Dec 7 from 6-8 for a movie, pizza and popcorn and
enjoy a kid-free night out! Cost is $10 per child. All proceeds directly to HFES.

Amy Fry Amyflinn@hotmail.com 336-8285
Mary Ellen O’Brien maryellen30@hotmail.com 336-8459
Tammy Sehn insehn2@hotmail.com 334-2887
Erin Spiewak erinspiewak@gmail.com 336-2145
John Williams john.williams@atco.com 335-3875
Your school Council—(L-R) John, Erin, Tammy, Mary Ellen, Amy, Brandi

Winter Break is December 21 to January 5 (inclusive)
EARLY DISMISSAL DECEMBER 20 AT 2:05pm

Page 6

VANIER CATHOLIC SECONDARY
Share the Spirit Pancake Breakfast
Thursday, Dec. 5, 7:00-10 am
Do Not Eat Breakfast! Instead, please join us at Vanier Catholic Secondary for a delicious breakfast of piping hot pancakes, sausages and Midnight Sun coffee! We will be serving breakfast to raise funds for Share the
Spirit to help needy families in Yukon, - suggested donation$5/plate
$20/family.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Our annual Christmas Celebration will be on Thursday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. We are a Catholic school; we observe the celebration of the Christmas story. We focus on the spiritual aspect of the Nativity. This year, we will celebrate “Jesus’ Birthday” through songs and stories. The students and staff are working very hard to prepare for this
special celebration.
Everyone is welcome! Thank you and Merry Christmas.

YOUTH/FAMILY MASS
There is an Advent Youth/Family Mass on Sunday, December 1st at 10:30am at Scared Heart. This
mass will be lead by our youth. If your child has a part in the mass, please show up 30 mins early and
gather downstairs to get organized. We look forward to seeing families there!

Grade 6 lead Remembrance Day Celebration

Catholic Church Weekend
Masses

Sacred Heart Cathedral
Saturdays, 5pm
Sundays, 9am, 10:30am, 7pm

Our Lady of Victory
Saturdays, 7pm
Sundays, 10:00am

GIVING TREE
Please help us decorate our Giving Tree for Christmas. We are accepting donations
of new mittens, toques, hats, scarves, and socks for our needy brothers and sisters.
In particular, there is a real need for men’s gloves. The collected gifts will be taken
over to Mary House for distribution.
Staff at Mary House also suggested that a $5 Tim Horton’s card would be wonderful. In that way, our friends can have a warm place to enjoy a hot cup of coffee or
tea.
Any donations of food are appreciated and will be taken to the Whitehorse Food
Bank.
The tree is set up, and ready to be decorated starting on Monday, Dec 2 until
Dec. 13.Thank you, in advance, for your generous donations. God bless you all!
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Save the Date!
Holy Family Elementary School
Pizza and Movie Fundraiser
Friday December 6th, 2019
6:00pm-8:00pm
Location: Holy Family School Gym
Parents-- Are you looking for a few hours of Christmas shopping without kids or maybe you’re hoping
for that special “date night?” Holy Family School Council wants to help!
Drop your children off at the gym dressed in their PJs with their favourite stuffy (optional). Holy
Family School Council will take care of the rest with pizza, popcorn and a movie.
Volunteer teachers and parents will chaperone. Students will not be allowed to leave the gym during the
event (gym bathrooms will be used). Pick up time is 8:00pm.
Cost: $10/child. All proceeds directly help Holy Family Elementary School.
Permission Forms are forthcoming.

...to the team of volunteers who organize our pizza
lunches.
...to all teachers who prepared report cards and held
parent-teacher-student interviews
...to those who helped coach sports teams and organize tournaments, and those who drove our players to
their games.
… to Thomas Janzen for laying the wreath at the
Remembrance Day Ceremony

Mrs. Oxford’s Long Service
PURDY’S CHOCOLATES FUNDRAISER

Thank you to everyone who supported our
music program fundraiser by purchasing
Purdy's Chocolates! It was a great success
The money will go to funding projects we are
doing this year. The chocolates can
be picked up by Friday, November
29.

Congratulations!
The following HFES staff members are receiving their
“Long Service Awards:”
Patti Oxford
Tirza Spencer
Corrie Lalonde
Joe Morrison

What’s Happening at Holy Family

Happy Retirement Mrs.
Knickle!

Kindergarten Paper Mache Planets
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Peanut Alert!
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At Holy Family this year as in past years we have children with severe nut/peanut and other food allergies.
We ask all students to refrain from bringing in peanuts, snacks containing peanut products and peanut
butter sandwiches to school and eating them at lunch
or on the playground. We know this will cause some
concern for parents but we have to be conscious of every student’s safety and wellbeing. Please keep this Peanut/Nut Policy in
mind when buying or baking products for student consumption.

DRESSING FOR COLD WEATHER
The cold weather season is upon us. Please
make certain you child is prepared for the
snow and cold weather (hats, mitts, warm jackets and winter boots.) Outdoor recess is almost NEVER CANCELLED—students and staff
should be prepared to go outside, even if it’s
for a shorter time period.
SCHOOLS IN THE YUKON NEVER CLOSE!

Parent Items
PHOTOS OF STUDENTS:

From time to time, our staff or media photographers
take photos of our students who are involved in school
activities. These may be displayed in the school, in our
handbook or published in the local media. Forms for media permission have been sent home in the school package. Please make sure you fill out both sides of this permission form. If you have any questions or concerns with
your child’s photo being used in this way, please contact
the principal, Mr. Hupe´ at the school.

BUS LOOP:

The circular driveway in front of the school is a bus loop
not a drop off area. The paved area is the staff parking
lot. If you drive or pick up your children, please use the
lay-bys on Wann Road on the side of your direction of
travel. U-turns are illegal in a school zone. The speed
limit in all school zones is 30 km/hr and is in force from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on school days.

PLEASE DO NOT USE EITHER THE BUS LOOP OR
THE PARKING LOT!
LATES AND ABSCENCES

We have begun a new school year and we would like to remind
parents/guardians of the importance of students coming to
school on time every day. If your child does arrive late please
remind them to use the front door and check in with the school
office; the side doors are kept locked for your children’s safety.
Please phone the school if your child will be absent.

Dog Owners
Dear parents, guardians, and members of the school
community:
If you are picking up a child and you’ve
come with your leashed dog, we ask that
you please wait outside the school fence
area.

Holy Family Elementary School only closes if we have a
heating problem in the winter, a water issue where we
cannot flush our toilets, or if our school is unsafe for
whatever reason. You would be given notice if the school
was closed for the above-mentioned reasons.
TIS THE SEASON

Please be aware that with every new school year, viruses, “bugs” and
school related illnesses happen. Please monitor your child/ren and notify
the office if your child is infectious. It’s also really important to keep
them at home until they are better.

PARENT HANDBOOK

A student/parent handbook is included in the front of student agendas.
School policies and helpful information are included in the insert.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We welcome volunteer help in school. The role of the volunteer is to
provide support for the teachers and students. Parents/guardians are
invited to share their time and talents in a variety of activities and
events
If you are interested in volunteering within the school please contact the
school, 667-3500.

INDOOR SHOES

Please ensure that your child/ren are equipped with indoor shoes (NO
BLACK SOLES) to be used IN THE GYM AND INDOORS ONLY at the
school. Outdoor shoes are removed at the door, which is important in
helping our custodians to keep our school clean

FORMS

Packages requesting consent and contact information have been sent
home with all students that will include all the forms and fees required
for the 2019-2020 school year. It is important that you read these carefully and fill out all information and return them to the school. Please
note that there will also be forms and fees for both agendas (payable to
Holy Family) and a religious education fee (payable to Holy Family Elementary School). All forms and fees are due in full by the end of September .

CELL PHONES AND IPODS—They are the most commonly stolen items in Canadian schools. Please help us to keep these
items at home. An office phone is available for use by students.

PARENTS AND GUESTS
Welcome to Holy Family Elementary School!
We ask that any time you come into the school (for an event, to drop off/pick up a child, etc.) you use the front door entrance, and check in at the office.
Your child’s safety is important to us.

Parents/Guardians
If you need clarification on a matter in your child’s class or have an issue in any of your child’s classes, please
contact the teacher first. If the issue is not resolved, administration is more than willing to step in.
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