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Principal’s Message:

Advent is the best. The school has been decorated, Advent wreathes have been lit, and
precious songs are being sung in every room. The school is bursting with love, hope, and
joy.

“Celebrating Advent means being able to wait. For the greatest, most profound, tender-
est things in the world, we must wait.”

As Advent begins, let's reflect upon how ready we are for Jesus’ coming. Are we prepar-
ing for it with the same fervor that we prepare for Christmas through shopping, cook-
ing, decorating, etc? Are we preparing for the spiritual celebration as well? Are we
awake and attentive to the numerous ways that God speaks to us on a daily basis?

Cute videos about what Advent is (very kid-friendly!):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKpFoMaQSgE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19WvDZQBXbA

| need to offer another THANK YOU to last year’s school council, to the “Every Student
Every Day” grant committee, the Yukon Department of Education, Tuya Construction,
and YFNED for making our outdoor gathering space a reality! The structure is spectacu-
lar and our opening prayer ceremony and fire was beautiful. It is already a very im-
portant extension of our school.

We are thrilled to be hosting a real, live in-person Christmas concert for next Thursday,
December 8", from 6:00-7:00pm. Classroom teachers have been working closely with
Mr. Woolridge to prepare beautiful pieces for your listening pleasure and we can’t wait
to see you.

Lastly, our website has a new page called “Regulation Station” where families can find
information about social-emotional regulation strategies that we use in helping students
at school- perhaps some of the information could be helpful for homes as well!

Wishing you a prayerful and peaceful Advent season,
Ms. Gray


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKpFoMaQSgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19WvDZQBXbA

School Council Update:

Our "Thank You Card" coloring contest is complete and the opening ceremony for the
Outdoor Classroom has taken place. Now, School Council is preparing for the Christmas
Season and starting to think about the New Year.

In November, a number of us were able to attend various talks hosted at the Yukon
School Council's Fall Gathering. The guest speakers had a lot of ideas and insight to
share. We are thankful for the opportunity to attend these events and learn important in-
formation that we can then apply within our school.

We were successful in our application for funding for the Holy Family School Spelling Bee
and the date will be announced in January. We're certainly looking forward to this event
again this year.

Parents are invited to our School Council meetings. The next meeting is on December 7th
at 7pm in the school library.

To keep updated with what school council is up to, please follow our Facebook page:

https://m.facebook.com/100063727887273/

Merry Christmas,
Holy Family School Council

(Gina Anderson, Lisa Christensen,

Shirah Davis, Carrie Gillis, and Amy
Fry)
hfes.school.council@gmail.com



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm.facebook.com%2F100063727887273%2F&data=05%7C01%7CPatti.Oxford%40yukon.ca%7C06df2d3575ab412a096c08da8acff53f%7C98f515313973490abb70195aa264a2bc%7C0%7C0%7C637974923017457103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
mailto:hfes.school.council@gmail.com

House Keeping:

Please keep your children home when they are sick. llinesses are spreading quickly in classrooms.

The Giving Tree begins on Nov.30th. We place a Christmas tree in the foyer and decorate it with do-
nations for Mary House. If families are in a position to donate, Mary House graciously accepts adult hats,
mittens, buffs, warm socks, and $5 Tim Horton gift cards. Simply send the donation to school with your
child and they will place it under the tree.

Pizza lunch forms are due on Friday, Dec.2. Pizza lunchis on Dec.15th

Morning supervision begins at 8:15. There is NO SUPERVISION for children before 8:15 am. School
ends at 3:06 and there is supervision outside until 3:25

Cold weather has arrived. Please dress children for the weather. We spend time outside every day.
Parents: if you are picking up your children early or dropping them off late please check in at the office
It is helpful to label outdoor clothing. Less items will be put into lost and found if they are labelled
Students are not permitted to use cell phones on school grounds

Please keep toys and Pokemon cards at home

Please keep dogs off school property, we have SEVERE allergies in our school.

We are a nut free building. Please do not pack nuts in your child’s lunch.

Please sign up for bus notifications. http://tak.yukonschools.ca/uploads/4/5/5/0/45508033/
school _bus_notification_of delay-cancellation.jpg

Holy Family Cold Weather Policy (est. Fall 2020)

During periods of extremely cold weather students are allowed to participate in outdoor activities

(Recess) for a restricted period of time.

Up to -29 Degrees Celsius, children will go out for recess

-30 to -35 Degrees Celsius, children will go out for 10 minutes (the students will go out for the 15 mi-
nute morning recess because of transition time)

-36 to -39 Degrees Celsius, children will walk around the school (once for primary, twice for interme-
diate) and then go inside

-40 Degrees Celsius and colder, children will stay inside for recess. (classroom teachers are welcome
to take their kids out during the day for a quick walk around the school if they choose to)



Holy Family Music Fundraiser Update

Thank you to those who purchased Purdys chocolates. We raised $987.79! We also had a donation of
$200 from a family member! The total raised this month is 1187.79! This money will be used for the
maintenance and replacement (of some) of our class set of ukuleles.

Last year, 2021/22, we purchased 10 new % guitars for our guitar club and a digital piano for the class-
room.

In 2020/21 we purchased xylophones. Now we have enough for every student to be assigned to their
own xylophone.

Our music classroom is well outfitted! This is due largely to the contributions of those generous people
who have contributed to our annual fundraiser! We are so grateful for your support!

Your children are busy getting ready for our annual Christmas Celebration. We are so thankful that we
can sing again! This year’s performances will be all singing! We look forward to sharing our gift of music
with you.

In 2016/17 we produced a CD titled Songs in The Key of Learning.
These are song that the students wrote with local singer [ songwriter
Steve Slade and recorded at Green Needle records, a professional re-
cording studio. We still have quite a few of these available for sale.
The proceeds go directly to the music program. They will be available
for sale at the Christmas Celebration on December 8, 2022.

The Purdys chocolates will be ready for pick-up by December 9*" or
earlier! We will call you!
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Outdoor Classroom Opening Ceremony
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