
 

 

 
 

Principal’s Message:  

Happy June! 

We have a lot of celebrate from this past month. Top of mind is our first (hopefully first of many!) culture 

camp. This event was a MASSIVE success. It started with the formal naming ceremony of our outdoor learning 

space led by Fr Leo, two of our First Nation elders, and our YFNED partners. Then, YFNED hosted 2 days of 

on-site on-the-land activities (archery, beading, meat drying, hand games, trapping, medicine nature walk). 

Scroll for pictures! Being a public Catholic school on these lands of the Kwänlin Dün First Nation and the 

Ta’an Kwäch’än Council and being able to partner and learn from our first peoples in this traditional way feels 

monumental and we are deeply grateful to all who were part of this. 

We hosted our annual Celebration of Learning which was perhaps our best attended yet! Most teachers said 

“almost everyone came!”, which is superb! Thank you to our council for the nourishments and organizing. It 

warms our hears to witness students sharing their growth and learning with their families and continues to be a 

very special event at our school. 

 A few end-of-year staffing updates: 

Congratulations to Deb Burgess who has moved on to another administrative role in YG. 

Welcome, Shelley McInnis, our new admin assistant! Shelley has worked at Hidden Valley for many years and 

we are thrilled to welcome her expertise in the office. 

Congratulations, Vanessa Stitt, who has been hired as one of the Kindergarten teachers at the fancy new Whistle 

Bend school! Vanessa, your 17+ years of service at HFES is “legacy” level- thank you for your 

many contributions and all the very best at your new school. 

Congratulations, Heather Gillis-Farias who has secured a permanent job here at HFES in the 6/7 wing. We are 

thrilled to have Heather officially join the team! 

We have 1 more part time LAT position to hire as well as a number of EA roles to fill in the coming weeks. 

 This was a uniquely challenging year for our staff, and I just want to say again, THANK YOU to our families 

who support us and love us and offer words of acknowledgment and gratitude. We feel blessed and honored to 

serve your children and your kindness means more than you know. This is such a special community—not by 

fluke or a coincidence but because we are very intentionally in prayer and in relationship. 
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All the very best over your summer months.  

Students, enjoy your well deserved break from your studies. I hope you spend lots of time outdoors and with 

loved ones! We will miss you and look forward to seeing you in August (The first day of school is Tuesday, 

August 27  )  

 Lord God, Creator of all things, guide our steps and strengthen our hearts, during these months of summer and 

vacation days. Grant us refreshment of mind and body. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 In peace and with love, 

Ms. Gray  

 
 
 
 
 
House Keeping: 
 

• Morning supervision begins at 8:15. There is no supervision for children before 
8:15am. School ends at 3:05 and there is supervision outside until 3:25 

• All parents/caregivers/guests must use the front door to enter the school. Please do 
not use the other entrances. 

• The front door is always locked. Please ring the doorbell when you arrive. We will 
unlock the door from inside. Try the door a second time and come check in at the 
office. 

• Please call or email the school to inform us of your child’s absence.  
667-3500; hfes@yukon.ca 

• Please dress you children for the weather conditions.  

• Students are not permitted to use cell phones on school grounds 

• Toys are not permitted at school (pokemon, UNO cards included) 

• Dogs (or any other pets) are not permitted on school grounds. We have severe 
allergies to pet dander. 

• We are a nut and scent free building due to allergies 
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School Council Update:  
 
Greetings from School Council 
 
Thank you to all the families who attended the BBQ on May 23, it was a great time of connection.  Plus, 
we heard that the Grade 7 float fundraiser was a huge success! 
 
The school year is coming to a close but council still has a number of things that we're working on....such 
as new policy, staff lunch, annual report, and rescheduling the babysitter courses for the fall.   
 
We would like to extend our appreciation for the support we've seen over the last 2 years.  As our term as 
council comes to an end, we want to wish the new council all the best in their endeavours as they strive 
to support the school, staff and families at HFES.   
 
As always, parents are welcome to join our meetings.   
 
HF School Council 
HFES.school.council@gmail.com 
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Parish Updates:  

Check out the parish website to learn more about the Scared Heart of Jesus: 
https://www.rcdw.ca/sacred-heart-of-jesus.html 

Holy Family is participating in a Scared Heart of Jesus colouring contest. The winner will be 
chosen on June 12, 2024. 
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Grade 7 
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Closing Liturgy 
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