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October Prayer 

 

O loving Creator, source and giver of all things, you manifest your infinite 
goodness through the earth, and for this we honor you. For the sun and the 
rain, for the harvest of our fields: for the increase of our herds and flocks, we 
thank you. For the enrichment of our souls, we are grateful. 
Graciously accept us and the fruits of our toil, in union with 
Jesus, for peace and love in our homes.  

Amen. 

School Theme, 2021-2022 Holy Spirit, Guide Us 

SCHOOL HOURS                                        

 

Staff supervisors go on duty at 
8:15am (Students dropped off 
before 8:15 am are not super-
vised on the playground.) 

 

At the end of the day, staff  

supervisors finish at 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BELL TIMES  

  

8:40 am    First Bell 

 8:45  am   CLASSES BEGIN 

 10:00 am  Recess (K/1, 4/5) 

10:15 am    Recess (2/3, 6/7) 

11:35 am    Recess (K/1, 4/5) 

       Lunch (2/3, 6/7) 

12:00pm     Recess (2/3, 6/7) 

       Lunch (K/1, 4/5) 

12:25 pm    First Afternoon  Bell 

       CLASSES BEGIN 

 3:05 pm    Dismissal 
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“I'm so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.” ― L.M. Montgomery, Anne of 
Green Gables.  

 

Happy October ☺  

Things are in full-swing here at HFES!  

Routines have been established and meaningful learning is happening at every turn.  

Last week, classes participated in various activities and lessons around Truth and Reconcilia-

tion and our whole school did an Orange Shirt Day commemorative walk to pray for the vic-

tims and survivors of residential schools. We continue to reflect on our responsibility in recon-

ciliation within Yukon and throughout Canada.  

Autumn has arrived and with it, shorter days and cooler temperatures; please continue send-

ing students with weather-appropriate clothing. 

This month:  

 Volleyball season is underway- thank you, coaches! 

 Our Thanksgiving liturgy is being prepared by our grade 3 class and is scheduled for 

Wednesday, October 6that 2pm; families of grade 3 students are welcome to attend (masked 

and spaced out at the back of the gym) 

 There is no school on Monday, October 11, Happy Thanksgiving ☺ 

 The annual Whitehorse school’s Food Drive is Wednesday, October 13th—food can be 

dropped off to Porter Creek Secondary School anytime between 8am and 8pm that day 

 October 14th is From The Group Up veggie box pick up day-- here at HFES between 3 and 

6pm  

 The Bible Celebration for grade 4 students will be on Wednesday, October 20th . Grade 4 

parents are invited to attend. 

 There is no school on Friday, October 22; it is a PD day 

 Student-led conferences will be Monday, November 1st- the booking will be done online—

watch for that link later this month 

 

A reminder that our website http://hfe.yukonschools.ca is an excellent source for school info 

and important calendar dates. 

Lastly, it appears that school emails are not properly sending to @hotmail email addresses—

if you use an @hotmail address, it may be worth providing the office with a secondary email 

address until the IT people sort this out.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and have a blessed Thanksgiving, 

Ms. Gray  

Principal’s Message  

http://hfe.yukonschools.ca


Parking Lot Update 

Operation-Get Children Off of Wann Road- is in full effect!   

We are so pleased to have a new parking/drop off area for our students and a new staff parking 

lot in the back.  Please DO NOT PARK ON WANN ROAD. It limits visibility for busses and 

vehicles exiting the drop off and parking lot. Instead, use the shiny new visitor parking space 

or the drop off loop.  Please use the designated crosswalks to walk in and out of the parking lot. 

Students will not be sent into the parking lot. Please get out of your vehicle to pick them up on 

the playground after school. 

A huge thank you to our school council for advocating for the safety of our students, and anoth-

er huge thank you to families who have been patient in the process of finishing the parking lot. 



ORANGE 

SHIRT 

WEEK 
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Happy Thanksgiving from School Council!  We are so grateful to be part of and serve the Holy Family 
School community.  We are thankful for the dedicated administration team and staff that help make Holy 
Family a safe and welcoming place for our kids to grow and learn. 

 

School Council meets the first Monday of every month at 7 PM in the school library.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend.  On Oct 4, we are meeting with the Minister and Deputy Minister of Education to discuss 
issues of concern for our school.  Topics identified include the lack of teachers on call, wait times for stu-
dent learning assessments through the Dept of Ed, student mental health supports and online bus registra-
tion. 

 

Council has been busy this month!  We now have the funding from the 'Every Student, Every Day' grant to 
start improvements on the Sensory Room with Mrs. Oxford and her team.  Council has also donated a bin 
of playground equipment and purchased a set of photo books about 'Very Young Catholics of the World' 
for the school library (one even features the Yukon!).  The first pizza lunch is this Fri, Oct 8 and we will be 
having a Halloween-themed classroom door decorating contest later in the month with a prize for the win-
ning class in both the primary and intermediate wings. 

 

Stay tuned for a 'save the date' for our second annual 

Sledding Party in December   

 

If you have ideas or concerns to pass along, please reach 
out to us by email:  hfes.school.council@gmail.com.  Be 
sure to follow our Holy Family School Council Facebook 
page for council news and events. 

 

 

School Council News 

PARENTS AND GUESTS 

Welcome to Holy Family Elementary School! 

We ask that any time you come into the school (for an event, to drop 
off/pick up a child, etc.) you use the front door entrance, sanitize you 
hands, and check in at the office. 

Your child’s safety is important to us. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

PLEASE CALL US! 

If your child is 
going to be away, 
please call (not 
email) the school 
and let us know. 
You can leave 
voice mail, 24 hrs  

mailto:hfes.school.council@gmail.com


Catholic Church Weekend  
Masses 

 
Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Saturdays, 5pm 
Sundays, 9am, 10:30am, 

7pm 
 

Our Lady of Victory 

Saturdays, 7pm 

Sundays, 10:15 am 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FEES 

As we are a Catholic School and Religious Education resource materials are not supplied by the 
Department of Education, there is a Religious Education Fee that all students attending Catholic 
Schools must pay to help defray the cost. (individual fee - $25.00, family fee - $45.00).  An ex-
planatory package with school fees and forms were sent home the beginning of September to each 
family. Please make every effort to pay this fee by the end of October.  If you paid at Vanier or 
Christ the King, please indicate this on the form.   If paying by cheque, please make it out to Holy 
Family Elementary School and include you’re child’s name at the bottom. Thanks! 
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Thanksgiving Celebration  

Our annual Celebration of 
Thanks will be held at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 4.  
Families of students in Grade 
3 are invited to attend in the 
gym. 

Wednesday, October 13 

THE FOOD DRIVE IS DIFFERENT THIS YEAR! 
 

Due to COVID-19 precautions, Whitehorse students are not 

able to participate in the annual food drive in the traditional 

way. Instead of providing an evening of door-to-door pick-up 

service, schools are offering   5 designated drop-off loca-

tions on the day and evening of Wednesday, October 13, 

2021. 

These 6 locations, open from 8am-8pm on October 13th 

are: 

Elijah Smith Elementary School 

FH Collins Secondary School 

Porter Creek Secondary School 

Vanier Catholic Secondary School 

Whitehorse Food Bank (306 Alexander Street, downtown) 

 

As usual, donations can always be dropped off at the Food 

Bank, any time between 9-5, Monday-Friday. Cash, cheque, or 

online donations at Canadahelps.org are graciously accepted.  

Thank you for filling a bag and taking it in on October 13th. 

The students of Whitehorse have done their best to ensure eve-

ry home gets a green bag.  We apologize if your home was 

missed.  

Items needed: Canned: meat, fish, milk, soup, beans, vegeta-

bles, fruit. Dried goods: prepared meals, pasta, pasta sauce, 

rice, cereal, oatmeal, sugar, dry soup mix, coffee, tea, crackers, 

peanut butter, jam. NO EXPIRED GOODS, PLEASE.  



Youth Group and  

Confirmation Retreat 
 

For more information,  

call Andrea at 333-3939 



Public Health 
 

From Anne Baumanne, our school nurse 
 

Holy Family Community, 

We encourage your entire school family to wash 

their hands with extra effort during flu season.   

A good handwashing with soap and water is a 

great deterrent for flu.  

We encourage students and teachers who are 

sick with flu to stay home until they are feeling 

better.   

We encourage you to get your flu shot which will 

be available in the beginning of November.  For 

exact dates, schedules and locations watch the 

news. 

 
 

HANDWASHING/  

SANITIZING 

As you know, we are putting in great effort 
to teach proper handwashing and sanitizing 
at school to reduce the spread of Covid 19. 
There are a few things you can do to help. 

 Practice good hand hygiene at home 

 Wash your child’s reusable mask often 
(if they have one) 

 Wash your child’s water bottle often 

 Remember to sanitize you hands 
if/when you enter the school. 

MASKS: 

At HFES we are following the Chief Medi-
cal Officer of Health recommendations for 
wearing non-medical masks (and for every-
thing else Covid-related) Masks are man-
datory for all k-7 students when: 

 

 Physical distancing cannot be main-
tained 

 In hallways/more crowded areas 

 On the bus 

 When working in close proximity to an 
adult 

 In music and library 

 

 

TIS THE SEASON 
Please be aware that with every new school year, virus-
es, “bugs” and school related illnesses happen. This 
year we have many extra precautions due to Covid 19. 
Please monitor your child/ren and notify the office if 
your child is infectious. It’s also really important to 
keep them at home until they are symptom free. 
 
PARENT HANDBOOK 
A student/parent handbook is included in the front of  
student agendas. School policies and helpful infor-
mation are included in the insert. 

INDOOR SHOES 
Please ensure that your child/ren are equipped with 
indoor shoes (NO BLACK SOLES) to be used IN THE 
GYM AND INDOORS ONLY at the school. Outdoor 
shoes are removed at the door, which is important in 
helping our custodians to keep our school clean  

FORMS 
Packages requesting consent and contact information 
have been sent home with all students that will include 
all the forms and fees required for the 2020-2021 
school year. It is important that you read these care-
fully and fill out all information and return them to the 
school. Please note that there will also be forms and 
fees for both agendas (payable to Holy Family) and a 
religious education fee (payable to Holy Family Elemen-
tary School). All forms and fees are due in full ASAP. 
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From the Ground Up—Fundraiser 
This year Holy Family students are participating 
in a fundraising campaign called “From the 
Ground Up.” Students sold boxes of fresh, local 
produce. Holy Family will receive a portion of 
the money from these sales and money raised 
will fund experiential programs at the school.  

The  pick-up date is Thursday, October 14 be-
tween 3 and 6pm. For more information, please 
contact Vanessa Stitt. 

TERRY FOX RUN UPDATE 

 

A sincere thank-you to all those who partici-
pated in and supported our annual Terry Fox 
Run. We are still calculating the total amount 
raised. Money raised will go to the Terry Fox 
Foundation. Great work Holy Family stu-
dents, and thank-you for helping us keep 
Terry's dream alive.  

Mr. Hupe visited 

to officially install 

Ms. Ross’  

friendship bench 

Fun in the Snow 



 

Girls Volleyball Practices and Games 

 

Boys Volleyball Practices and Games 

Games—Mondays after school: 3:05- 4:15 

Oct4—HFES 

Oct.18—Selkirk 

Oct.25—WES 

Games—Mondays after school:3:05 - 4:15 

Monday and Friday :11:35-12:00 Monday and Friday :11:35-12:00 

Practices—Wednesdays after school: 
3:05 - 4:15 

Practices—Thursdays, after school: 
3:05- 4:15 

Yukon Champs November 3-6 
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Page 11 Peanut Alert! 
At Holy Family this year as in past years we have 
children with severe nut/peanut and other food al-
lergies.   We ask all students to 
refrain from bringing in peanuts, 
snacks containing peanut products 
and peanut butter sandwiches to 
school and eating them at lunch or 
on the playground.  We know this 
will cause some concern for parents 
but we have to be conscious of eve-
ry student’s safety and wellbeing.  
Please keep this Peanut/Nut Policy 
in mind when buying or baking prod-
ucts for student consumption. 

Parent Items 

PHOTOS OF STUDENTS:  
From time to time, our staff or media photog-
raphers take photos of our students who are 
involved in school activities.  These may be dis-
played in the school, in our handbook or pub-
lished in the local media. Forms for media per-
mission were sent home in the school package. 
Please make sure you fill out both sides of this 
permission form.  If you have any questions or 
concerns with your child’s photo being used in 
this way, please contact the principal, at the 
school. 
BUS LOOP:   

The circular driveway in front of the school is 
a bus loop not a drop off area.  The paved area 
is the parking lot.  If you drive or pick up your 
children, please use the lay-bys on Wann Road 
on the side of your direction of travel.  U-
turns are illegal in a school zone. The speed 
limit in all school zones is 30 km/hr and is in 
force from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on school 
days. 

PLEASE DO NOT USE EITHER THE BUS 
LOOP OR THE PARKING LOT! 

LATES AND ABSCENCES 
We have begun a new school year and we would 
like to remind parents/guardians of the im-
portance of students coming to school on time 
every day.  If your child does arrive late 
please remind them to use the front door and 
check in with the school office; the side doors 
are kept locked for your children’s safety. 
Please phone the school if your child will be 
absent. 

Yukon Children’s Dental Program—Consent 
Forms   

Forms have been sent home. Please complete this 
form and return it to the school as soon as possi-
ble, even if you don’t consent.   

The Yukon Children’s Dental Program is currently  
at Holy Family ; x-rays and fluoride treatments 
will take place followed by dental examinations. 

Dog Owners 

Dear parents, guardians, and members of the 
school community: 

If you are picking up a child and 
you’ve come with your leashed 
dog, we ask that you please wait 
outside the school fence area.  

DRESSING FOR COLD WEATHER — The 
cold weather season is upon us. Please make 
certain your child is prepared for the snow and 
cold weather (hats, mitts, warm jackets and 
winter boots.) Outdoor recess is rarely can-
celled—students and staff should be prepared 
to go outside, even if it’s for a shorter time 
period.  

CELL PHONES AND IPADS—Please help us to keep 
these items at home. Students are not al-
lowed to have their phone out on school 
grounds.  An office  phone is available for use 
by students. 
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