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Principal’s Message:   
A prayer for peace 

I bow to the sacred in all creation. May my sprit fill the world with beauty and wonder. 
May my mind seek truth with humility and openness. May my heart forgive without limit. 
May my love for friend, enemy, and outcast be without measure. 
May my needs be few and my living simple. May my actions bear witness to the suffering of others.  
May my hands never harm a living being. May my steps stay on the journey of justice. 
May my tongue speak for those who are poor without fear of the powerful. 
May my prayers rise with patient discontent until no child is hungry. May my life's work be a passion for peace 
and nonviolence. 
May my soul rejoice in the present moment. May my imagination overcome despair with new possibility. 
And may I risk comfort, and security to bring this hope to the children. 

It was wonderful to see so many families in the building for teacher-led conferences on Tuesday. Thank you for 
prioritizing that time to touch-base with teachers and thank you to our staff for being available for an extra-long 
day : ) 

As a follow-up to teacher-led conference, checklist reports will be going home next Thursday, November 10th. 
The checklists will give a sense of how your child’s learning is going, particularly in English Language Arts and 
Math. 

Our outdoor gathering space is complete and the official opening ceremony and fire will be November 17th. We 
are partnering with YFNED (Yukon First Nation Education Directorate) who will support the opening ceremony 
and provide the school with a luncheon feast. The fire-lighting and the prayer will be at 11:30 on Thursday, No-
vember 17th; families welcome. 

Huge thank yous to our school council from last year who made this possible, Tuya Construction, and of course, 
the Department of Education and the Victoria Gold “Every Student, Every Day” grant, who were the key funders 
of this endeavour. 

Thank you, volleyball coaches, Mr. Andersen and Mr. Morrison, for a great season and best of luck to the grade 7 
teams as they head into the finals tournament later this week. 

Thank you, school council for organizing an incredible Boston Pizza lunch last week. 

Announcement: Ms. Desiree Jay is now on leave as she prepares for a new baby- congrats, Jay fami-
ly!  Secondly, we’re pleased to welcome Natasha McPherson to our staff. Natasha is working as an EA in the 
grade 3 class. 

Thanks for all you do. 

In peace, 

Ms. Gray 



 

School Council Update: 
School council met on October 3rd and established new roles: 
 

Carrie Gillis: Holy Family School Council chair 
Lisa Christiensen: Student Busing Committee 
Shirah Davis:  Chair for CEAY  
Amy Fry: Secretary/Treasurer for CEAY 
Gina Anderson: Management of Facebook/newletter updates 
Erin Spiewak: Secretary/Treasurer 
 
We discussed: 
The new outdoor learning space and how we will help with the details for the opening ceremony;  pizza day on Octo-
ber 28; fundraising ideas; and school community building activities. 
 
We decided to ask students to submit artwork for custom Thank You cards for School Council to use throughout the 
year.  The event was a huge success and council selected 1 piece of artwork per grade.  The artist received a $10 gift 
card to Coles.  A big thank you to each student who participated.  
 
Our next meeting will be on November 14 at 7pm in the school library.  Parents are welcome to attend. 
 
Happy Halloween, 
School Council 
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House Keeping: 

 Holy Family Music Program Purdy’s orders are due on Nov.6th. Pick up will  on Dec.9th.  

 https://fundraising.purdys.com/1408138-99387 

 Please keep your children home when they are sick. Illnesses are spreading quickly in classrooms. 

 Morning supervision begins at 8:15. There is NO SUPERVISION for children before 8:15 am. School ends at 

3:06 and there is supervision outside until 3:25 

 Cold weather has arrived. Please dress children for the weather. We spend time outside every day. 

 Remembrance Day Liturgy is on Nov.9th at 2pm. Grade 6 is leading. 

 School fees are due if you haven’t already paid 

 Parents: if you are picking up your children early or dropping them off late please check in at the office 

 It is helpful to label outdoor clothing. Less items will be put into lost and found if they are labelled 

 Students are not permitted to use cell phones on school grounds 

 Please keep toys and Pokemon cards at home 

 Please keep dogs off school property, we have SEVERE allergies in our school. 

 We are a nut free building. Please do not pack nuts in your child’s lunch. 

 Please keep your children home when they are sick. The new guidelines for staying home are found here:  

https://yukon.ca/en/health-and-wellness/covid-19-information/industry-operating-guidelines- covid-19/can-

my-child-go-0 

 
Holy Family Cold Weather Policy (est. Fall 2020) 

During periods of extremely cold weather students are allowed to participate in outdoor activities (Recess) for a 

restricted period of time. 

 Up to -29 Degrees Celsius, children will go out for recess 

 -30 to -35 Degrees Celsius, children will go out for 10 minutes (the students will go out for the 15 minute 

morning recess because of transition time) 

 -36 to -39 Degrees Celsius, children will walk around the school (once for primary, twice for intermediate) 

and then go inside 

 -40 Degrees Celsius and colder, children will stay inside for recess. (classroom teachers are welcome to take 

their kids out during the day for a quick walk around the school if they choose to) 

 

* These temperatures INCLUDE wind chill 





 

CEAY UPDATE 

 

1) CEAY is seeking an Administrative Clerk. The job requires approximately 6-8hrs/month and a stipend is 
provided. Please see ceayukon.ca for further details. 

 

2) All students in Gr 5-8 are invited to join the youth group: Youth on Fire. This group meets weekly on 
Fridays, usually at Christ the King gym, from 630-830pm. Fun! Faith! Friends! Bring your indoor shoes. 
More information: ceayukon@gmail.com 

 
3)   Yukon School Councils invites the public to attend a presentation by Dr. Debbie Pushor: 

    Beringia Interpretive Centre (Theatre) 

Thursday, November 3, 6:30-8:00 pm 

This presentation is generally geared for parents/caregivers and their engagement both at home and 
with their children’s school learning. 

  

Discussion topics include: 

 Why parent engagement matters. 

 How families can engage with their children’s teaching and learning in meaningful, impactful ways. 

 Ways families can use their voice to encourage Education to “walk alongside” parents. 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Saturdays 5pm 

Sundays 9am, 10:30am, 7pm 

Our Lady of Victory 

Saturdays 7pm 

Sundays 10:15am 

Catholic Church Weekend Masses 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fceayukon.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeanette.Gallant%40yukon.ca%7Cf008f7615b8c48198ecb08dab91728d0%7C98f515313973490abb70195aa264a2bc%7C0%7C0%7C638025806363322708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
mailto:ceayukon@gmail.com
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